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at last in desperation deserted his country, and offered his
services to Charles V.

In his endeavours to leform the Church, Adrian VI showed
both wisdom and vigour. Not only did he insist on a reform
of their ways by the bishops who had so long brought dis-
credit upon their office, but he also set himself with all his
power to heal the discord in Germany by searching out
the cause of the disease and the remedy required.

For a hundred and twenty years Europe had cried out
for a reform of the Church "in head and members." Three
great Councils had been assembled, and all the power of the
laity throughout Europe put forth to effect this reform; but
all had been foiled by the "head/' which refused to admit
that it needed reformation. Adrian VI for the first time
struck a different note. He ordered ^gidius of Viterbo, the
learned Principal of the Augustinian Order, and the most
pious man of intellect at that time in Rome, to furnish him
with his opinions as to the disease and its remedy; in re-
sponse to which ^Egidius drew up the great document in
which he showed the disease to be due to "the misuse of
Papal power," and that the remedy was <ka limitation of the
absolutism of the Head of the Church." Adrian VI agreed
with the views expressed, and the result was the, celebrated
set of instructions issued by him in 1522 to the Nuncio
Chieregato, in which the Pope declared that the disease had
spread from the head to the members, from the Pope to the
bishops and cardinals. He wrote, "We have all sinned, there
is not one that doeth good," and announced his determina-
tion to carry out a radical reform. Had Adrian VI lived
longer, widespread results must have ensued from such an
edict emanating from such a source. But it was not to be;
and when the grave closed over Adrian VI, the last non-Ital-
ian Pope, it closed also over all chance of a reform of the
head and members conducted by the "head" himself.